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Introduction:

There’s a persistent myth that aircraft are nothing more than
depreciating assets—but the reality is far more favorable for those who
approach ownership strategically. Unlike most vehicles that rapidly lose
value, aircraft—when properly maintained—tend to hold their worth
remarkably well over time. In many cases, specific models with
desirable engine times, strong maintenance records, and modern
avionics can command resale prices close to, or even above, their
original purchase price.

Combined with tax benefits available for business use—such as
accelerated depreciation—many owners can not only preserve their
capital but, in some cases, exceed their initial investment. This guide
explores practical, expert-backed maintenance, operational, and
upgrade strategies to help owners retain value and sell from a position
of strength.

Topics Covered:

1. Maintenance Practices - How records, schedules, and
presentation affect resale value.

2. Flying Habits - The effect of engine management and usage
trends on long-term health.

3. Avionics Investments - Where modern equipment can add or
protect value.

4. Timing the Sale - Avoiding diminishing returns as component
times increase. Learning more about aircraft depreciation.

5. Market Preparation - Making your aircraft stand out when it's
time to sell.
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1. Maintenance Practices That Preserve Value

The most valuable aircraft on the market are those with complete,
organized, and digitized logbooks. Missing logs can reduce resale value
by as much as 15-30%. Keeping detailed records: oil changes,
inspections, squawk resolutions etc. demonstrates pride of ownership and
gives buyers instant confidence. Work with a mechanic to stay on a
preventive maintenance schedule, not just a reactive one. Digitize and back

up every record. Nothing sells an airplane like a complete digital logbook

ready to drop into a buyer’s inbox.
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2. Operational Habits That Preserve Value

How you fly your aircraft has a direct and lasting impact on how well it
holds its value. Especially for piston aircraft, disciplined flying habits
can reduce wear, extend engine life, and build real confidence with
buyers. Ownership isn’t just about hours logged—it’s about how those

hours were flown.

Avoid abrupt throttle inputs, especially during climb and descent. Let
the engine warm up fully and cool down gradually. Maintain smooth
power transitions and fly regularly to prevent corrosion, but avoid
excessive stress on the airframe and engine. Hangaring the aircraft and
practicing careful taxi and landing habits also protect its long-term

condition and value.
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3. Avionics Upgrades That Add Value

Modern avionics are one of the most valuable upgrades an owner can
make. Buyers today actively seek aircraft with upgraded panels that
include features like WAAS GPS, ADS-B, digital displays, and
autopilot integration. Well-documented installations with clean work

often recoup 50-70% of their cost at resale.

That said, avionics are not immune to depreciation. They lose value
quickly in the first 3-5 years. If you fly IFR or want improved safety, the
upgrade can be worth it even if it doesn’t fully return at sale. At the end
of the day, it's your aircraft—and if the tools help you fly safer and more

confidently, the decision can still make sense.
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4. Timing the Sale for Maximum Return

Buyers are rarely the limiting factor in today’s market—timing your
exit is. Aircraft value begins to decline more sharply when approaching
major expense events like engine or propeller overhauls. Watch for the
halfway point to TBO (usually 1,000 hours on many piston aircraft) as a

key valuation threshold.

Delaying a sale until just after a major overhaul, or major inspection,
often results in a poor return. Selling when your aircraft is still within
favorable cycles—strong compressions, mid-life components, a
modern panel—allows you to list it as “turnkey ready,” a premium in

today’s market.
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Understanding Depreciating Aircraft Components
& Their Impact on Overall Value

To better visualize this, consider how major aircraft components and
equipment contribute to total aircraft depreciation over time and what

benchmarks make for the best time to sell an aircraft for maximum

return:
Aircraft Component Depreciation Impact on Total Value
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Depreciation Breakdown (% of Total Aircraft Value Lost Over Time):

A general rule of thumb when evaluating how different components
impact aircraft value is the 40-30-20-10 rule—

while variations exist based on make, model, and aircraft type, this
guideline offers a helpful framework for estimating max depreciation:
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Engine - ~40% max influence; loses value steadily as hours

approach TBO

Value as % of Total Aircraft Value
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® Airframe - ~30% max influence; depreciation tied to total time

since new;

begins losing significant value between 4000-6000

hours TTAF.
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® Avionics - ~20% max influence; fastest drop in value within first

3-5 years post-upgrade and equalizing past 10 years

Avionics Depreciation Impact on Aircraft Value

100t \

90

80

70

60

501

Value as % of Total Aircraft Value

1 1 Il L

0 2 4 6 8 10
Years Since Upgrade

40

® Propeller - ~10% max influence; minor value impact unless past

overhaul limits

Propeller Depreciation Impact on Aircraft Value

100

90

T

T

80

70

T

60

T

50

Value as % of Total Aircraft Value

40 0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400

Hours Since Overhaul (TSOH)

Aircraft Ownership That Pays Off availaircraft.com


http://availaircraft.com

In summary: Use market comps, aircraft history, and component times
to plan your sale proactively. Selling before your aircraft becomes

'high time' in the eyes of the market can preserve tens of thousands

in value.
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5. Partnering with the Right Broker

Even with a clean aircraft, good timing, and smart upgrades, how you
bring your aircraft to market can be the difference between a fair price
and a top-dollar outcome. The right broker brings real-time market
knowledge, negotiation experience, marketing tools, screening
capabilities, and a robust network of connections to protect your time

and maximize return.

At Avail Aircraft Brokers, we don't just list airplanes—we represent
them. Our approach blends pilot experience, technical knowledge,
superior analytics, and up-to-date market insight to help you sell with

confidence.

Ready to Sell? Let's Talk.

Whether you're planning ahead or ready to list, we're here to
help you make smart, well-timed decisions backed by data—
not guesswork. From valuation to closing, Avail Aircraft

Brokers delivers insight, integrity, and results.

Visit availaircraft.com or contact us today to get started.

Email: info@availaircraft.com Call: (720) 295-6030
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